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The Triumph 2000 and the 
2500 and 2.5PI which followed had 
a long production run, but even-
tually were discontinued as British 
Leyland rationalised its product 
range. This left the competition 
department with the smaller and 
more agile Dolomite Sprint, which 
seemed to have some potential, 
and by 1976 there was the new 
sports car, the TR7. 

Both the Dolomite and the 
TR7 had very strong and stiff body struc-
tures, particularly with modern roll cages 
installed and the shells strengthened by 
seam welding. (This is a preparation tech-
nique involving continuous welding along 
the seams of the body instead of the fac-
tory spot welds.) While the strength was an 
advantage, the resulting weight held back 
performance.

The main problem, however, was that 
by now Ford had homologated some very 
powerful versions of the well-developed 
Escort, leaving the Triumphs short of the 
performance they needed to compete.

The slant four engine.
Both the Dolomite and the TR7 used the 
four valve per cylinder version of Triumph’s 
new overhead camshaft engine so the en-
gine development programme to improve 
power and reliability benefitted both cars. 

The capacity of the slant four engine 
had been increased from 1850cc to 2 litres 
which produced 127bhp in standard form. 
With help from Don Moore Engineering, 
Holbay and Broadspeed this engine devel-
oped 200bhp by 1977 when the Dolomite 
was dropped from the rally programme, 
and eventually a rather peaky 220bhp! Ini-
tially the four speed gearbox was used as 
on the standard production cars, but the 
new 5 speed box was phased in later.

Dolomite competition history.
Brian Culcheth and Johnstone Syer, both 
of whom had been Triumph stalwarts for 
many years, had some success in the Do-
lomite. 

In 1975 they finished 11th overall in the 
Welsh Rally, came second in the Tour of 
Britain, and won their class in the Lombard 
Rally. (This was also the year in which Andy 

Rouse won the British Touring Car Champi-
onship in a Dolomite Sprint, so possibly the 
narrow power band of the engine did not 
present a problem in racing.)

In 1976 Tony Pond won his class in the 
Tour of Dean, and also the Granite City 
Rally, while Culcheth and Syer came sec-
ond overall in the Tour of Britain and also 
the Manx Trophy Rally. Another “Dolly”, 
driven by the team of Ryan and Nicholson, 
won their class in the Lindisfarne Rally and 
came second at Granite City.

 The final year of rally competition for 
the Dolomite was 1977, the car getting 
class wins at Granite City and the Manx 
Rally, second at the Welsh Rally, and win-
ning the team prize with a couple of TR7s 
at the Scottish Rally.

The next phase was to use the TR7 with 
the Dolomite Sprint engine, strengthened 
suspension and upgraded brakes, and 

with roll cages installed 
by Safety Devices of New-
market (England). These 
roll cages were attached 
to reinforced mounting 
points in the door sills, 
and were designed to 
provide the best pos-
sible outward vision for 
the driver as the seat-
ing position was so low 
and so far back from the 
windshield. Larger brakes 

were used with 15 inch Minilite wheels 
providing clearance. A large number of 
TR7s were prepared over a number of 
years, usually painted white, though some 
were later converted to V8 specification 
and appeared in the red, white and blue 
livery. Altogether twenty different registra-
tions, or number plates, were assigned to 
works prepared Triumph TR7s and TR7V8s, 
though some of these were used only as 
test and development cars.

TR7 competition history.
After a slow start in 1976, three works TR7s 
appeared on the RAC Rally in 1977, and 
also a private entry driven by Markko Saa-
risto, a Finnish driver. Against strong com-
petition from Scandinavian drivers in Ford 
Escorts Tony Pond finished 8th overall. Suc-
cess continued with a win in Belgium at the 
Boucles de Spa, a 2nd place in the Scottish 

for Pond and co-driver Fred Gallagher, and 
3rd place on the Mintex Rally. Finally, 3rd 
place was achieved on the Tour of Elba. 

While there were also entries into several 
other British rallies, the unreliability of the 
highly stressed engine and some suspen-
sion problems caused several retirements. 
In the United States John Buffum won the 
SCCA Rally Championship driving a TR7, as 
the TR8 did not yet qualify for entry.

For the 1978 season the V8 version of 
the car was introduced, giving the TR7 a 
completely new sound and a new level of 
competitiveness, to the delight of Triumph 
fans around the world! The TR7 continued 
to be entered in several events, particularly 
by private teams, but the focus shifted to 
the more powerful car.

TR7 V8 introduction.
Tony Pond is the name most closely asso-
ciated with the TR7 V8 in Britain, but they 
were also driven by Ford rally great Roger 
Clarke, and by Per Eklund, Simo Lampinen 
and John Buffum. 

The cars were officially referred to as 
“TR7V8” as the TR8 had not yet reached 
the showrooms, but there is no doubt their 
success helped the marketing department.

The more powerful engine resulted in 
a much wider power band as well as more 
maximum power, about 270bhp in ear-
lier versions but increasing to over 300bhp 
and 270ft lbs of torque by the 1981 season. 

Initially using Weber DCOE carburettors of 
up to 48mm, the final development includ-
ed Pierburg fuel injection. Fuel consump-
tion using the carburettor setup could be 
as poor as 4-5 miles per gallon on stages 
with tight corners requiring use of the low-
er gears, but was improved somewhat by 
the fuel injection. For longer stages a larger 
fuel cell was used which meant mounting 
the spare tyre to the trunk lid with straps 
so it could be released quickly. Dry sump 
lubrication was used with the oil tank and 
pump in the trunk of the car. The dry sump 
eliminated aeration of the oil (potentially 
causing bearing damage) and power loss 
through crankshaft counterweights churn-
ing the oil in the sump. In this form, with 
strengthened valve gear, the V8 could sur-
vive 8,000 RPM. The rear axle was changed 
to the rugged Salisbury 4ah from the me-
dium duty Rover unit; one of the ratios 
used was 4.89:1 giving a maximum speed 
of over 125mph in fifth gear. But the power 
and torque posed problems for gearbox 
life which were never fully solved even by 
case hardening the shafts.

In addition the car was a handful to 
drive, the combination of about 300bhp in 
a car homologated at a weight of 1070kgs 
or about 2350lbs and having an 85 inch 
wheelbase making it very twitchy at speed. 
Suspension travel at the rear was also lim-
ited in early cars to only 2.5 inches, though 
later improved by an inch, allowing use of 
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softer springs, which helped. It is worth 
considering that by now speeds on dirt or 
gravel roads frequently exceeded 100mph 
and on paved roads sometimes reached 
125mph! Changing the rear suspension 
mounting points reduced pitching to 
some extent, and nosedive under braking 
was reduced by raising the mounts of the 
front sway bar, but these measures did not 
fully solve the problem.

Supplementary lighting consisted of 
spot and fog lights, the number depending 
on the event, initially supplied by Lucas, of-
ten hidden by “Leyland” covers. Later in the 
programme Hella lights became the norm. 
Cars in private hands sometimes followed 
the lead of the factory team, but others used 
Marechal or other lamps. The normal pop-up 
headlight were replaced on a few of the last 
cars prepared, by Vauxhall Chevette rectan-
gular lights faired into the nose of the car.

 The early V8’s were 
essentially homolo-
gation specials built 
at Abingdon in 1977, 
some of them up-
dated TR7 rally cars. 
The history of each 
can be traced through 
an excellent website, 
TriumphTR.co.uk. The 
Worldwide TR7/ TR8 
Owners Club also has 
a table listing the current whereabouts of 
these cars, though there are some instances 
where individuals have tried to pass off rep-
licas as original works cars. Bert Smeets in 
Belgium is a very knowledgeable collector 
of these cars and an authority on their prov-
enance; his website is well worth visiting.

TR7V8 competition history.
The first event entered was the Tour de 
Corse of 1978 which ended in gearbox fail-
ures for both cars, driven in this event by 
Tony Pond and by Jean-Luc Therier. Further 

disappointment followed in the Canadian 
WRC round in Quebec when John Buffum 
was disqualified, but the second car, driven 
by a Canadian, Perusse, finished 5th overall. 
Buffum was a highly regarded driver and 
drove the cars in several events in North 
America but was also invited to drive in Eu-
ropean rallies. Pond and his Irish co-driver 
Fred Gallagher also managed a 4th over-
all at the RAC rally in England. The TR7V8 
was by now looked on as the likely winner 
on tarmac stage rallies, and was probably 
the victim of sabotage at least once, when 
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The hunt began, along with some research 
as to which of three models I wanted. The 
GT6+ was the top choice in my mind, with 
the “older” look, but the apparently supe-
rior rotoflex rear end, plus the interesting 

louvres and vents. I watched and chased 
GT6s on eBay for months, narrowly missing 
one sharp-looking red one by seconds. It 
was nerve-wracking, to say the least!

One day a listing appeared for a car 

TR tales

It was love at first sight... that was 
likely my first mistake. The attraction to 
British sports cars had started thanks to my 
husband, but it was a GT6 at Lindsay’s Brits 
in the Park that really turned my camshaft! 
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both cars seized their gearboxes because 
of loose oil drain plugs.

Tony Pond signed with Talbot for 1979, 
probably due in part to corporate politics, 
so the main drivers for European events 
were Finns Simo Lampinen and Per Eklund. 
The Pierburg fuel injection was now be-
ing used, and in spite of some teething 
troubles Lampinen and Eklund had some 
success in the RAC and the Thousand Lakes 
Rally in Finland. Lampinen and his co-driv-
er Ian Grindrod were rammed from behind 
by another competitor in the Welsh rally 
but still managed a 12th place finish.

For 1980 Pond re-signed to drive the 
Triumphs, and the team experimented 

with Michelin tyres in place of the Dunlops, 
finding them well suited to paved special 
stages. Pond and Gallagher won the Manx 
Rally, came 4th in the Scottish, and defeat-
ed powerful opponents including Porsche 
and Lancia on the Ypres Rally. Eklund was 
almost as successful, coming 3rd on the 
Thousand Lakes. 

In a famous incident almost at the end 
of the era of factory support, Tony Pond 
crashed on the very first stage of the 1980 
RAC- into the lion enclosure at Longleat 
wildlife park. The time lost dropped the car 
a hundred positions in the standings, but 
in spite of heavy damage Pond powered 
the car up the field in his usual exuberant 

driving style to a 7th place finish. 
Future entries were in the name of 
Leycare, a customer service com-
pany for British Leyland vehicles.

Summary
The Triumph wedges achieved 
twenty eight podium finishes, with 

eleven outright wins over the five years 
they were works entries, a very strong 
record. Some privately prepared and en-
tered cars, and also works cars which had 
been sold to private entrants, continued 
to compete successfully for several more 
years. ragtop
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